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artsparks artists shine in gallery exhibit

Story: 4 5 #

BY MARK WEBER

i) sTory PHOTO

Reflections of the flourishing creativity of artsparks participants are currently
on display at the Harris-Warke Gallery downtown.

Every Picture Tells a Story runs through Jan. 5.

The innovative program brings together folks with developmental disabilities
with local artists and arts organizations. artsparks is actually a range of
community programs tapping into several genres and activities, including
performing arts, film and an upcoming broadcasting program.

“This fall we’ve had so many people involved, it’'s really been amazing,” said
Alexis Milinusic, coordinator for artsparks at the Red Deer Museum where the
visual arts are explored.

“The work produced is of a very high calibre. We’ve also had a lot of the
people with us for over a year, so we’ve seen tremendous growth in skill,
motivation, confidence and ability.”

Milinusic said the program includes an open studio Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1 to 4 p.m. Professional artists work with participants on
everything from drawing and painting to printmaking and sculpture.

Works from nine artists are featured in the exhibit, along with photos and
biographies.

“It’s really good, because we get lots of help, and they suggest all kinds of
different things,” says Wilson Harrowby who has two acrylic on canvas pieces
showecased in the exhibit.

Rudolph at the North Pole shimmers with a warm sense of serenity and gentle
colour, whereas the striking The Endless Fall wields brilliant splashes of colour
shading.

“It’s fun. It's like a community and it makes you want to do more art,” he
says of artsparks. “If you’re having a bad day, you forget about everything
and the only thing you’re worried about is ‘what colours should I use and how
can | get this finished’,” he adds, smiling. “That’s why it's so much fun.”

In two pieces by Jason Chapman, viewers will discover scenes from a planet
called ‘Syranah’ that he’s imagined in immense detail.

Early Morning over East, (oil pastel on paper), is an intricately designed
portrait exuding glowing colour and light. Ceana Enveloped in Mist pulls
viewers into a peaceful, green, warm and beautifully lush world.

“l get more inspired to do art at artsparks then | do at home,” he explains,
adding it's great to get together with others as process unfolds. “Making art is
inspirational for me because | get to express my ideas and creative new
landforms and animals.”
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